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| NFORMATI ON SHEET ON RAMBAR WETLANDS

Country: Venezuel a
Dat e: 6 Septenmber 1991
Ref : [ 6VEOO1]

Nane and address of conpiler:

Nestor J. Wndevoxhel [? = illegible], Lora Catie [? =
illegible] 7170, Casilla 50, Turialba, Costa Rica

Narme of wetl and:

Ref ugi o de Fauna Silvestre de Cuare
Dat e of Ransar designation: 23/11/1988
Ceographi cal coordinates: 10°55'N 68°20° W

General |ocation

Monsefior Iturriza, Estado Falcén, Venezuel a. Near by
towns: Pto. Caballo and Val enci a.

Area: 12,000 ha (approx.)

Wet | and type: A H I, J
Al titude: 0 - 282 nusl
Overvi ew.
Marshland of great i nportance for waterbirds. Key

breedi ng-ground for marine species of commercial inportance.
Vital area for the local comuniti es.

Physi cal features:

Physi cal geography: 1) coralline keys; 2) an upland of
approx. 2,500 ha, of Cretaceous origin and consisting of coral
rocks; 3) an alluvial plain of fluvio-marine origin with 1:3
gradi ents, subject to flooding and to tidal influences; 4) a
shal l ow gul f (max. depth 12 m average 5 m of approx.

2,300 ha.

Hydrol ogy: peak rainfall periods are July and Novenber-
Decenber; rains in sumrer between February and My.

Ecol ogi cal features:

The coralline keys, coral-reefs and areas of marshland and
sal tpetrous bogs provide habitats. On the Chichiriviche
upland there is dry forest wth an abundance of Bursera
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si marouba, while oak forests (chaparros) grow in the | ower
ar eas. Some 2,200 ha of nangrove swanp lie between the
Col fete de Cuare and the | agoons.
Land tenure/ ownership of:

(a)site:

Most of the land belongs to the Chichiriviche | ocal conmunity;
the rest is owned by the State.

(b) surroundi ng area:

Private property; sone land owned by the runicipa
authority.

Conservati on neasures taken

Designated a wildlife refuge in 1972. (Continues to neet
fully the criteria for this designation). It was neither
managed nor even supervised until Fudena drew up a managenent
plan in 1989 and began putting it into effect in 1990.
Conservation measures proposed but not yet inplenented:

The adnministrative and environnmental protection programes
of the managenment plan, which are the responsibility of MARNR
(Mnisterio del Anmbiente y de los Recursos Naturales
Renovabl es), have not been inplenmented in any respect.

Current land use: principal human activities in:

(a) site:

- Small-scale fishing, recreation and uncontrol |l ed
ur bani zati on.

(b) surroundi ngs/ cat chnent:
Tourismand recreation (active and passive).

Di sturbances/threats, including changes in land use and ngjor
devel oprment projects

(a) at the site:

Projects exist for devel oping tourism within and outside
the refuge, but these have not been well planned and represent
a threat to the quality of the refuge's water.

(b) in the surroundi ngs/catchnent:

There is a mnagenent plan for the catchnment area.
However, sedinmentation is increasing steadily as a result of
poor rmanagenent . There are plans to build dams, but these
require nodification
Hydr ol ogi cal and physical val ues

- The refuge plays a very inportant role in absorbing
fl oodwat er s and i ncreasi ng retention tines. However ,
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m snmanagenment of the wupper catchnent area is limting the
ef ficiency of these processes.

- Sedinent trapping is very inportant for the protection of
the coral in the marine areas adjacent to the Parque Nacional
Morrocoy and the refuge.

Soci al and cul tural val ues

- The pre-Colunbian petroglyphs of the Cuevo del Indio are
an inportant cultural asset to the region, and the Cueva de la
Virgen is of considerable religious inportance.

- The area is very inportant for fishing, which is practised
mai nly at a subsistence level, although in recent years there
has been an increase in comercial fishing.

Not ewor t hy fauna:

Crocodyl us acutus, Phoenicopterus ruber ruber, Eudocimnmus

ruber, Eudoci nus  al bus, Anas discors, Anas bahanensi s,
Qdocoileus [? = illegible] virginianus and Mazama aneri cana.
M gratory shorebirds are also inportant. O her species are

nentioned in the annexes to the nmanagenent pl an.
Not ewort hy fl ora:

Little is known about the vegetation in the refuge.
Perhaps the nost inportant species are Bursera simrouba and
the following typical mangrove swanp plants: Avi cenni a
germ nans, Conocar pus erecta, Laguncularia racenpsa and
Rhi zhophora mangl e.

Current scientific research and facilities:

Fudena research programmes include: a) nonitoring of
caynmen popul ations; b) a hydrol ogical study; c) nonitoring of
bird populations; d) a study on the marine turtle; and e) a
comrunity project covering three research areas, etc.

Current conservation education

Comrunity training programe

Local conservation education programe

Trai ning programe for young teachers of nature studies
Current recreation and tourism

Infrastructure projects for recreational sites are being
pl anned and i npl enent ed.

Managenent authority:

Fudena (technical administration)
MARNR

Jurisdiction

Muni ci pal authorities of Mnsefior Ilturriza and Tucacas,
Estado Fal con, in the west-centre region of the country.

Bi bl i ographi cal references:
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Request access to Fudena archives.

30. Reasons for inclusion:
Contained in the decrees designating the area a wldlife
r ef uge.



