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Nanme of wetland: Lake Asnen

Date of Ransar designation: 12 June 1989
CGeogr aphi cal coordi nates: 56037' N 14043' E

General location: In the County of Kronoberg, about 25 km south
of the town of Vaxjo.

Area: 16,800 ha
Wet | and type: O U
Al titude: Average of 139 m above sea | evel.

Overview Lake Asnen is a large, oligotrophic |ake containing
many basins, islands and bays. The site has internationally
important nesting waterfow popul ations and is also of
international significance as a stopover and w ntering area.
Lake Asnen has a rich variety of fish species, including a few
rarer ones.

Physi cal features: Lake Asnen has been lowerred and is nowadays
regul ated with an average depth of about three netres. The soi
consists nostly of noraine and the terrain is flat. The site
al so includes Lake Lidhem which is also a shallow eutrophic
Lake that has been | owered. There are several bogs spread around
Lake Asnen.

Ecol ogi cal features: Shore meadows used for grazing and fl ooded
marsh neadows can be found around the northern bays of Lake
Asnen. The rest of the lake is surrounded by stony or even
boul der-clad shores where the forest starts directly. Picea
abies is the dom nant species around the |ake, but locally there
are old Pinus sylvestris, which are inportant for the |ake's
predatory birds, as well as sections of old deciduous forest
found particularly on the islands, Lake Lidhemis now partially
overgrown with Scirpus spp. and surrounded by shore neadows used
for grazing.

Land tenure/ ownershi p of
a) site: Mainly privately owned, but the Nature Reserves wthin
the site and sone other areas are owned by the state.



b) surrounding area: no information suppli ed.

Conservation neasures taken: VListed as site of nationa
i mportance for nature conservation. There are four Nature
Reserves in the area making up 1,580 ha. 1) Bjurkarr, 150 ha,
est abl i shed 18 June 1960; 2) Langd, 45.80 ha, est. 19 Feb 1987;
3) Toftésa bog, 156.3 ha, est. 29 Jan 1987; and 4) The Islands
of Vastra Asnen, 1,228 ha, est. 39 Jan 1987. Al Nature Reserves
have approved nanagenent plans. There are also several Bird-
Sanctuari es conprising 108 ha.

Conservation neasures proposed but not yet inplenented: no
i nformation supplied.

Current | and use: principal human activities in

a) site: Livestock grazing; Recreation (e.g. canoeing); Fishing;
Nat ure Conservati on

b) surroundi ngs/catchment: The surroundings contain woodl ands
with small dispersed patches of arable |and. thus, forestry and
agriculture are the main activities.

D sturbances/threats, including changes in |land use and ngjor
devel opnent projects

a) at the site: D sturbances originating from human |eisure
activities in the lake can be a threat to birdlife locally

Further restrictions to the general R ght of Comobn Access
(Al lemansratten) as it pertains to this area nmay be required.

To ensure that grazing of the shore nmeadows in the area
continues is inportant to prevent revegetation. Oder tracts of
forest which are inportant to the |ake's predatory birds shoul d
be protected. The proportion of deciduous forest should be
mai ntai ned at the current |evel.

b) in the surroundi ngs/catchnent: no information supplied.

Hydrol ogi cal and physical values: The natural hydrol ogical
bal ance is mani pul ated through the regul ati ons of the | ake.

Social and cultural values: Forestry is inportant in the
surroundi ngs.

Noteworthy fauna: Internationally inportant nesting: GCavia
arctica (70 pairs) and Pandi on haliaetus (45 pairs).

QO her nesting species: Podiceps cristatus (300 pairs), Anser
anser (10), Mergus nerganser (70), Rallus aquaticus, Porzana
porzana, Tringa totanus, Nunenius arquata, Ardea cinerea, Falco
subbuteo (8-10), Crcus aeruginosus, Mtacilla flava, Pernis
api vorus (15-20), Dendrocopus mnor (25), Ficedula parva, OCrex
crex (sporadically).

Geat significance as a stopover and wintering area: Mergus
nmer ganser (10, 000-15,000 birds in autum), Anser fabalis (about
2000 in spring and around 2500 in autumm), A  anser (about 500
in autum), Anas platyrhynchos and Anas crecca.

Qut side nesting season: Haliaeetus albicilla (around 20 birds).
Lake Asnen also has a rich variety of fish species, including a
few rare ones |i ke Gobi o gobio.

Noteworthy flora: no information supplied.



Current scientific research and facilities: no information
suppl i ed.

Current conservation education: There is an information |eaflet
concerning Bjurkarr Nature Reserve.

Current recreation and tourism In sunmertinme the |ake and its
islands are used by a l|large nunber of people for recreationa
pur poses.

Managenent authority: The manager of all the four Nature
Reserves is the County Forestry Board. Qutside reserves it is
t he | andowner hinself who manages his | and.

Jurisdiction: Territorial and functional: County Adm nistration
of Kronoberg.

Bi bl i ographi cal references:
- Gimett, RF.A & Jones, T.A (1989). Inportant Bird
Areas of Europe. |CBP
- Svenska vatmarker av internationell betydelse (1989).
Swedi sh EPA information. (English sunmary).
- County Administration (1986-1989). WManagenent plans for
Bj urkarr, Toftéasa, Vastra Asnen and Langd Nature Reserves.

Reasons for inclusion: 1b, 2b, 3b, 3c

Map of site: encl osed.



