| NFORVATI ON SHEET ON RAMSAR WETLANDS
Country: Sweden
Dat e: Decenber 1991
Ref : 7SEOQ7

Nane and address of conpi |l er: Tiina Laantee, Swedi sh
Envi ronnment al Protection Agency, 17185 Sol na, Sweden

Tel: +46 8 7991000

Fax: +46 8 291106

Name of wetland: Store Mdsse and Kavsj on

Dat e of Ransar designation: 5 Decenber 1974

CGeogr aphi cal coordi nates: 57018 N 13o57' E

CGeneral location: |ocated about 70 km south of SOnkoOping, in the
County of SOnko6pi ng, southern Sweden.

Area: 7,580 ha
Wetl and type: OU X S
Al titude: average of 172 m above sea | evel.

Overview. The area is inportant for its diverse bird comunity,
having a remarkable m x of northern and southern bird species.
The site is Sweden's nost extensive mre conplex outside
Norrland, where the mre area nakes up a breeding ground for
sweden' s possibly | argest popul ati on of crane.

Physi cal features: The site conprises a nosaic of raised bog

fen and open water. The fens are partly natural but al so forned
by artificial lowerring of the lakes in the 1840s and 1870s. Now
only Kavsjon and Kal vasj 6n and Horssj6n only have open water at
hi gh-wat er periods. There are a nunber of snaller |agoons within
the mres. Soil is mainly peat, sand and noraine. Store Msse is
a rai sed bog of wstern type.

Ecol ogi cal features: The site contains typical mre vegetation
interspresed with patches of Pinus sylvestris and treel ess areas
of dwarf scrubs. the flora includes a nunnber of orchi daceae.

Big parts of the |akes are covered with quagmres of Equi setum
sp. and Cares rostrata. Characteristic for the rest is Scirpus
| acustris. The | akes are ol i gotrophic.

Land t enure/ ownershi p of
a) site: State owned.
b) surrounding area: no information supplied.

Conservation neasures taken: VListed as site of nationa
i nportance to nature conservation. The area has been protected
as a Nature Reserve since 1971 and is now a national park
(established 6 May 1982). Access is restricted to parts of the



park during the bird breeding season. Restoration neasures
including rotary cultivation of sonme areas have been undertaken
locally. In areas where grazing has been resunmed the nunber of
waders and Mdtacilla flava have increased.

Conservation neasures proposed but not yet I npl enent ed:
Increased grazing pressure on shore neadows or resunmed hay
cutting is still to be undertaken.

Current | and use: principal human activities in

a) site: Nature conservation

b) surroundi ngs/catchnment: The surroundi ngs consi st of extensive
woods and sone snall patches of arable |and. The woods are used
for forestry.

Di sturbances/threats, including changes in |land use and nmgjor
devel opnent projects

a) at the site: There has been invasion by scrub in areas where
hay is no |onger cut, or where cattle no |onger graze. This has
decreased the value of these areas for bird life.

b) in the surroundi ngs/catchnent: no information supplied.
Hydr ol ogi cal and physical values: no information supplied.
Social and cultural values: no information supplied.

Not ewort hy fauna: Figures refer to 1988. Breeding: Gus grus (7-
10 pairs). Gavia stellata, G arctica, Pociceps auritus, P.
gri segena, Anas crecca (10-17), A acuta, A penelope, A
O ypeata, A querquedula, Aythya ferina, Fulica atra, Rallus
aquaticus, Porzana porzana, Tringa totanus (2-5). T. glareola
(5-9), Pluvialis apricaria, Caliaris alpina, Philomachus pugnax,
Asio flamens, Nunerius arquata, Anas platyrhynchos, Aythya
fuligula, Bucephala clangula. Remarkable is the regular annua
breeding of Lymocryptes mninus and Cygnus cygnus, both of
which occur mainly in northernnost Sweden. Resting: Cygnus
cygnus, Anser fabalis. Seen during winter: Haliaeetus albicilla.

Noteworthy flora: Epipactis palustris, Gymmadeni a canopsea and
Dactylorhiza incarnata are fairly rare orchids growng in the
ar ea.

The peat-bog vegetation is distinctive but |lacks a wde variety
of species. Common species are: Calluvia vulgaris, Enpetrum
nigrum Erica tetralix, Betula nana (an Ice Age relic),

Androneda polifolia, Vaccinium oxycoccos, Carex rostrata, C

| asi ocar pa, Menyanthes trifoliata, Nart heci um ossifragum

Drocera spp. Pinguicula wvulgaris, Pamassia palustris and
Potentilla erecta.

Current scientific research and facilities: Hydrol ogical
bot ani cal, Iimological and ornithol ogical investigations have
been undertaken as part of a project to restore sone swanp and
peat | and whi ch has been invaded by scrub.

Current conservation education: The site has a | arge observation
tower. Therre are information |eaflets available on the Nationa
Par k.



Current recreation and tourism no information supplied.

Managenent authority: The manager of the Naitonal Park is the
Forest service.

Jurisdiction: Territorial and functional: County Adm nistration
of Jonkdpi ng.

Bi bl i ographi cal references:
- Gimet, RF.A & Jones, T.A (1989) Inportant bird areas
of Europe. |CBP.
- Svenska vatnmarker av internationell betydelse (1989).
Swedi sh EPA Information. (English summary).
- TUCN (1977). World Drectory of national Parks and ot her
Protected Areas. IUCN, dand, Swtzerl and.
- Several scientific reports about the birdlife and
vegetation in Lake Kavsj on.

Reasons for inclusion: 1la, 2b, 3b

Map of site: encl osed.



