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Nanme of wetland: Fal sterbo - Bay of Foteviken

Dat e of Ransar designation: 5 Decenber 1974

Geogr aphi cal coordi nates: 55025' N 12055' E

Greral location: Located in the extrene South-west of Sweden in
the county of Mal nbhus, 30 km south of Mal n® and | ess than 25 km
fromthe nearest point on the Danish coast.

Area: 7,530 ha
Wetl and type: AE G
Al titude: Average of 2 m above sea |evel.

Overview This site at the extrene south-western coast of Sweden
has no equal in northern Europe, concerning the concentrations
of passage mgrants. Bird ringing and bird observation take
place at Falsterb0 Bird Station as part of the National
Environmental Mnitoring programme. The site is also an
i mportant breeding area for seals.

Physi cal features: The site conprises of shallow coastal waters,
sandbanks, |agoons, sand and shingle beaches, grazed and
ungrazed coastal neadows (influenced by saltspray and partly of
mar shl and type), heather-clad noors and danp heaths, and sone
cultivated land. Soils are nmainly sand, noraine clay and coastal
nmeadow peat. The coastline is being continually changed by the
processes of erosion and accunul ati on.

Ecol ogi cal features: The sandy beaches, dunes and sandbanks are
covered with Elynus arenarius, Amophila arenaria and Rosa
rugosa. The coastal neadows contain Scirpus, Triglochin,
Sal i corni a, Suaeda, Ast er, Pucci nel | i a, Pl ant ago, Juncus
(including J. maritinma) and dJaux naritima. Were the pasture
recedes, there is an abundant growth of Vicia cracca, Lotus and
Aster. The heaths are mainly Calluna vulgaris, Erica tetralix
and Myrica gale.

Land tenure/ ownershi p of
a) site: Omership is part private, part local authority and
smal | areas are state-owned.



b) surrounding area

Conservation neasures taken: Listed as site of nationa
i nportance for nature conservation. Parts of the designated site
are protected as nature Reserves: 1) Eskilstorps islets (31 ha,
24 Jan 1931); 2) Lilla Hammars Nas (126 ha, 4 June 1952); 3)
Skanérs Ljung (263 ha, 18 Septenber 1969); 4) Flomen (865 ha,
21 April 1983); and 5 Mkl appen (505 ha, established in 1971
with a change of borderline 31 March 1984). A total of 1790 ha
is protected. Skanors Ljung and Fl oomen have approved managenent
pl ans.

Conservati on measures proposed but not yet inplenented:

Current land use: principal human activities in

a) site: Nature Conservation, Agriculture, Livestock grazing
(cattle), Fishing, Recreational activities (golf, sunbathing,
swi mm ng, boating, bird-watching).

b) surroundi ngs/catchnment: The northern part of the designated
site is surrounded by arable land. In the south the communities
of Skano6r, Ljunghusen and Hol | vi ksnds consi st of |ow houses and
cot t ages.

D sturbances/threats, including changes in |land use and ngjor
devel opnent projects

a) at the site: There has been a decline in the nunber of
livestock grazing, in the nmeadows. The area is very popul ar for
recreation, with three golf courses and considerable sw nm ng,
boating and fishing. The nmunicipality and National Road
Adm ni stration have put forward a plan to build a new road which
will occupy less than 1 % of the Ransar site. The plan has been
approved by the Government and the Water Rights Court of Appeal
An application to construct a marina for pleasure craft was
rejected. The road is now under construction.

b) in the surroundings/catchnent: Extraction of sand and egg
| osses due to intensive recreational use may threaten part of
the site.

Hydrol ogi cal and physical values: The continually changing
coastline due to the processes of erosion and accunulation is
very interesting from geonorphol ogi cal point of view

Soci al and cul tural val ues:

Not ewort hy fauna: The concentrations of passage mgrants, nmainly
bnirds of prey and waders, are w thout equal in northern Europe.
Internationally inportant for wintering: Cygnus olor, C cygnus,
Mergus nmerganser, M oerrator, Anas clypeata, Anser anser,
Phal acocrax car bo.

Breeding: Anas platyrhynchas, Somateria nollissim, nergus
serrator, Tadorna tadorna, Gllinula chloropus, Tringa totanus,
Larus argentatus (Mkl appen: 1500-2000 pairs), L. canus, L.
marinus, Sterna paradisaea, Philomachus pugnax (0-5), Anas
guerquedula (3-5), Linosa linosa (1-2), Mtacilla flava
Ant huspr atensi s, Saxi cola rubetra.




Per manent popul ati ons unusual for Nor di ¢ countries:
Recurvirostra avosetta (about 200 pairs), Char adri us
al exandrinus (10-15), Calidris alpina (50), Sterna sandvicensis,
S. alifrons (40).

The sandy island of Malkl appen is an inportant breeding area for
Hal i choerus gypus and Phoca vitulina. Qher fauna include Bufo
calamta and B. viridis.

Noteworthy flora: Eryngium maritinum iris spuria, Parapholis
strigosa and Juncus maritinus are all rare species found at the
site.

Current scientific research and facilities: A considerable
amount of bird ringing and bird observation takes place at
Fal sterbo Bird Station, as part of the National Environnental
Moni t ori ng Progranmme.

Current conservation education: The area is visited by a l|large
nunber of people including school classes. Quded tours are
avai | abl e.

Current recreation and tourism The area is very popular for
recreation, with three golf courses and considerable sw mm ng

boating and fishing. Birdwatchers cone here in thousands during
bird-mgration tine.

Managenment authority: Lilla Hammars Nas N R, Skan6érs Ljung
N.R; Flommen N.R, and Mkl appen N.R are managed by the County
Forestry Board. Eskilstorps islets NR is nmanaged by N GO
Qutside reserves it is the |andowner hinself who manages the
| and.

Jurisdiction: Territorial and functional: County Adm nistration
of Mal nbhus.
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Reasons for inclusion: 1la, 2a, 2c, 3b

Map of site: encl osed



