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5. Designation of new Ramsar site or update of exisg site:
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This RIS is for (tick one box only)

a) Designation of a new Ramsar side or
b) Updated information on an existing Ramsar Bite

6. For RIS updates only, changes to the site sinite designation or earlier update:
a) Site boundary and area

The Ramsar site boundary and site area are unchandell
or

If the site boundary has changed:

i) the boundary has been delineated more accurdi&lyr

i) the boundary has been extendeda; or

iii) the boundary has been restricted** U

and/or

If the site area has changed:

i) the area has been measured more accuratély; or
i) the area has been extendiigl or

iii) the area has been reduced*

** Important note: If the boundary and/or area of the designatedisibeing restricted/reduced,
the Contracting Party should have followed the pdoces established by the Conference of the
Parties in the Annex to COP9 Resolution IX.6 araljoled a report in line with paragraph 28 of
that Annex, prior to the submission of an updat&sl R

b) Describe briefly any major changes to the edoldgcharacter of the Ramsar site,
including in the application of the Criteria, sirtbe previous RIS for the site:

Establishment of fish ponds by Fisheries Departr(t&nilot) on eastern side of Sefid Rood River.
The fishponds lie inside the former Bandar Kiashagoon Ramsar site

7. Map of site:
Refer to Annex IIl of theExplanatory Note and Guidelines, for detailed guidance on
provision of suitable maps, including digital maps.

a) A map of the site, with clearly delineated boamek, is included as:
i) a hard copy(required for inclusion of site in the Ramsar Li#;
ii) an electronic format(e.g. a JPEG or ArcView imagi)
iii) a GIS file providing geo-referenced site boanglvectors and attribute tablas

b) Describe briefly the type of boundary delineatapplied:
The boundary is the same as the existing BujagloiNdtPark boundary.

8. Geographical coordinateglatitude/longitude, in degrees and minutes):
E 49° 55' 20"
N 37° 26' 55"
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9. General location:

Bujagh National Park is located in the Provincé&dén, about 2 km north of Kiashahr city, 20
km from Amirkelayeh, 15 km from Lashtenesha andkB5% northwest of the town of Rasht.
Bandar Kiashahr Lagoon (formerly Bandar Farahnag)ilnmediately to the east of the mouth
of the Sefid Rood River.

10. Elevation: 21m below sea level
11. Area: 3,177 ha

12. General overview of the site:

Bujagh National Park is located on the Caspian bod$ and on the Delta of the Sefid Rood
River. This deltaic system is the largest deltdalensouth Caspian region with an area of 1350
km?. Bandar Kiashahr Lagoon, which is one of the dltigoons in Gilan province, is located
within this national park. Historically fishing h&®en the common activity in the area. There
are some villages surrounding the national parksaonde of the farmlands lie within the park
(about 0.44% of the park is farmland).

Bandar Kiashahr Lagoon is a shallow sea bay agsdcfeeshwater and brackish marshes and
the nearby riverine marshes at the mouth of thelS&bod in the south-west Caspian. There
are also open grassy areas and dunes near the wiottie river. The site is important as
spawning and nursery grounds for fishes, and asdbrg, staging and wintering areas for a
wide variety of waterfowl. The 3,177 hectare coladdational Park meets the required
conditions as the potential wintering habitat foe tSiberian Crane&rus leucogeranus and
hosts more than 100,000 migratory waterbirds amyual

According to land use map of the national park, 48%he park is marine ecosystem (located
on the north), 28% is grassland (on the west astda#dhe Sefid Rood River), 15% is wetlands
and reedbeds, 9.4% is sand dunes and marshlandbemest is small patches of forest and
some farmlands. Also 2.39% is the river basin didSeood.

13. Ramsar Criteria:
Tick the box under each Criterion applied to thsigigation of the Ramsar site. See Annex
Il of the Explanatory Notes and Guideines for the Criteria and guidelines for their
application (adopted by Resolution VII.11). All €mia which apply should be ticked.

1 e 2e¢ 3¢ 4e H5e G 7 8 « 9
E = O O = ®m QO = QO

14.  Justification for the application of each Criteion listed in 13 above:
Provide justification for each Criterion in turnlearly identifying to which Criterion the
justification applies (see Annex Il for guidanceamteptable forms of justification).

Criterion 1: Bandar Kiashahr Lagoon and the mouth of Sefid Reitiin the national park

are good representative examples of natural wetlaharacteristic of the South Caspian
Lowlands. The national park is located on the CaspLowland between two other
important Ramsar sites which are Anzali and Amaigeh wetlands. Sefid Rood River
which runs through the middle of the national pard finally enters the Caspian Sea;
divides the park into two parts of western andezassides of the river. The national park
has high ecological values and diverse plant andarspecies. The park includes different
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types of important ecosystems having two largedaganamely Bujagh and Kiashahr, Sefid
Rood River and its flooded plains as well as théadesystem and all the way to the sandy
shoreline and marine ecosystem.

Criterion 2: The site provides important wintering habitat Bornumber of threatened
species (see table below):

International status
English name Scientific name IUCN CITES CMS National Status
Red List | Appendix | Appendix

Caspian Seal Phoca (Pusa) caspica EN Endangered of
Extinction

Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus VU | 1/l Endangered of
Extinction

Lesser  White-fronted Anser erythropus VU 1/ Protected

Goose

Sociable Lapwing Vanellus gregarius CR I/1l Protected

White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala EN I I/ Endangered of
Extinction

Greater Spotted Eagle | Aquila clanga VU Il 1/l Protected

Stellate Sturgeon Acipenser stellatus EN I Il Endangered of
Extinction

IUCN Red List Status: CR = critically endangeretlt £ endangered; VU = vulnerable;

Criterion 5: The site regularly supports over 20,000 waterbifde count data on the type
and number of waterbirds species using the sitle y@ar over the last five years is attached.

Criterion 6: The area supports large colonies of several spesfiavaterfowl, amongst
which over 1% of the Caspian Iran, Irag winterirgpplation of Anser albifrons. It also
hosts over 1% of the Caspian, Central Asian wintgpopulations o€ygnus cygnus, and
1% of the South Asia, North Africinas strepera. *

English Name Scientific Name | Subspecies/Population Count 1%
(if applicable) (min-max) | Threshold
Greater White- Anser albifrons Caspian — Iran, Iraq 2-242 150
fronted Goose
Whooper Swan Cygnus Cygnus Caspian — Central 378 —1,443 200
Asian
Gadwall Anas strepera SW Asia — NE Africa | 500 - 6,144 1,300

Criterion 8: The national park is an important breeding andemyrground for various fish
species. The list of fish species and the avenaggiéncy is attached.

! Waterbird Population Estimates (Wetlands Inteoreti 2006)
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15. Biogeography (required when Criteria 1 and/or 3 and /or certapplications of
Criterion 2 are applied to the designation):
Name the relevant biogeographic region that induttee Ramsar site, and identify the
biogeographic regionalisation system that has lapeled.

a) biogeographic region:
The Palaearctic Biogeographic Realm, Tropical amoti®pical Moist Broadleaf Forest

b) biogeographic regionalisation scheme (include reference citation):

Udvardy, M. D. F. (1975)A classification of the biogeographical provinces of the world.
IUCN Occasional Paper, Vol. 18

Olson et al., (2001). Terrestrial Ecoregions of\ttherld: a new map of life on Earth.

16. Physical features of the site:

The National Park comprises a shallow sea bay @dgman enclosed lagoon), the nearby
mouth of the main channel of the Sefid Rood, areddaksociated fresh to brackish marshes.
Bujagh National Park is situated in an area of coastal sand dunes l@sdlgnd about 1.5 km
east of the mouth of the Sefid Rood. In the 196t H970s, this wetland was a shallow,
brackish coastal lagoon, 3.75 km long by 1.5 kmeywlith fringingJuncus marshes and about
140 ha ofPhragmites andTypha reed-beds at its west end. The lagoon was fed bystreams
from the Sefid Rood and local run-off, and draimedtheast through a narrow channel into the
Caspian Sea. The bottom was a mixture of sand ardj and the waters were predominantly
oligotrophic, except towards the marshy westermeexity. The lagoon was formed in 1960 as
a result of the falling level of the Caspian Sed davelopment of coastal sand spits. The 1.8 m
rise in the level of the Caspian Sea since 1978dhditerated the sand barrier between the
lagoon and the sea, with the result that the wedtlaow constitutes a sea bay with broad
entrance to the sea (similar to the situation @1B50s). The marshy grassland and sand dune
areas at the mouth of the Sefid Rood have, howeeerained more or less unchanged, while
new wetland habitats have been created to theafiéisé river mouth.

17. Physical features of the catchment area:

The Sefid Rood is the second largest river in Ifahas a catchment area of over 54,000 sg.km
in the western Alborz Mountains, and a natural dl@ischarge of 3,400 to 4,200 cubic metres
per second. This diminishes to a minimum flow akléhan 20 cubic metres per second during
late summer. The river divides into several distidoy channels on the plains of Gilan, the

main channel entering the Caspian at Bandar Kiashar

18. Hydrological values:

Reviewing the running rivers in the national pankl @onsidering the special topographical
condition of the area which is almost 'Flat' witkwlinclination it should be mentioned that the
study of the catchment and river branches in hgdrpls not of highest priority. The most
important river which is in the national park3afid Rood River which starts from the high
mountains of Alborz and Zagros in five provinceghs country and after going through a long
and curvy path it finally enters the Caspian Séweréfore the national park is located on the
deltaic system of this river. There are two othreakb and local rivers in the national park with
very small catchment area.
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Within the national park there is a main wetlandchthas the same name as the national park
and it is called Bujagh wetland. Sefid Rood Riverdes this wetland into two parts and

during flood season in the deltaic ecosystem, fwasér enters the wetland. Of course the
wetland is still connected to the sea by strearns.average depth of the wetland is 70 cm and
the average volume of water within the wetlandd$,800 ni. Because this wetland is fed by
the river freshwater therefore its depth and asetependent on Sefid Rood River and during
flood and dry season the area of the wetland clsaMgben the wetland's water level is high
during wet seasons, some parts of the wetland thacbea. Studies show that the wetland area
has decreased during years.

In terms of water quality and erosion becaBsfed Rood River starts from the high mountains
of four neighbouring provinces; in many parts duéatk of efficient management and fragile
and unstable land, the river causes erosion amggdiuge amount of sediments, which is
retained behind the dams and enters the deltaiersyd his erosion is higher during spring
when there is more rain, the snow is melting armaigqg is taking place and therefore the
sedimentation is higher. In summer, because ityistdere is less sedimentation.

Sefid Rood River in the national park is drainage for ground waters leads ground water into
the river and the sea. Of course the national {ganbt a closed system and its hydrological
condition is dependent on the surrounding lands.

19. Wetland Types

a) presence:
Circle or underline the applicable codes for thetlavel types of the Ramsar
“Classification System for Wetland Type” presenttie Ramsar site. Descriptions of
each wetland type code are provided in Annex heBxplanatory Notes & Guidelines.

Marine-coastal: A¢BeCeDeEcFeGeHeleJ K
Inland: L*M e NeOeP+sQ*REpP*SseTpeTseU-eVasVte W e Xfe XpeY eZgeZk
Human-made: 1+ 2 ¢« 3¢4 ¢ 5 ¢ 6 ¢ 7 ¢ 8 ¢ 9 o

b) dominance:
The important wetland types in order of dominamumiude:

Deltaic system; Permanent shallow marine wateras@blagoons; Permanent rivers and
streams; Permanent brackish marshes; sand dueshwhiter marshes; and agricultural
lands.

The National Park includes a shallow sea bay insthehwest Caspian, with associated
permanent freshwater and brackish marshes. The hmolutthe Sefid Rood River
comprises an estuary with freshwater riverine nessibandy areas to the west and
northwest of the site are covered in shrubs andstaad, while there is sand-dune
vegetation near the Caspian shore. Grassland dlmndganks of Sefid Rood floods
seasonally.

20. General ecological features:

The National Park covers different types of habitatluding river and deltaic; marine- coastal
areas; marshlands; sand dunes, grasslands andrisenfields. Bandar Kiashahr Lagoon is a
bay with broad entrance to the sea. At the mout®edid Rood there are marshy grasslands and
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sand dunes. The lagoon supports relatively littbgetation other than algae. Freshwater
marshes at the extreme west end of the lagoon suppme beds oPhragmites and Typha,
while the southern and eastern shores are domibgtéuhcus and grasses. Sandy areas to the
west and north-west are covered in shrub and @mdswhich give way to sand-dune
vegetation near the Caspian shore. Grassland #ierfganks of Sefid Rood floods seasonally.

21. Noteworthy flora:

In Bujagh National Park there are 248 plant specksvhich 24 species are endemic.
Caryophyllaceae, Poaceae, Fabaceae, Cyperaceae andAsteraceae are the most common plant
families in the park. One rare plant species innd@onal parks Centella asiatica (L.) Urban.

Some plants of the park have been traditionallydu®e medical treatments these include
Tribulus terrestris, Solanum nigrum, Plantage andMentha.

Other important plant species of the park @&@kaucium contorpublicatum and Papaver
chelidonifolium Bioss. & Bushe.

22. Noteworthy fauna:

An important staging and wintering area for a wideiety of migratory waterfowl. In addition
to the species mention in Section 14 (above), ileeatso supports Ferruginous Duighya
nyroca, Little Bustard Tetrax tetrax and CorncrakeCrex crex. In addition to these, other
species include Pygmy Cormoraahalacrocorax pygmaeus (up to 300), ducks, shorebirds,
gulls and terns, and for the raptors Marsh Har@ercus aeruginosus and Merlin Falco
columbarius. A flock of Dalmatian Pelicafelecanus crispus (usually 30-40 birds) wintered at
the mouth of the Sefid Rood in the 1970s but appbrelisappeared by about 1980, probably
because of increased disturbance. Lesser Whit¢elloBooseAnser erythropus was also an
occasional winter visitor to the area in the 19700%e open grassy areas and dunes near the
river mouth provide breeding habitat for 20-30 paof Common Pratincoléslareola
pratincola, Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus, Little-ringed Plover Charadrius
dubius, while a small patch of woodland to the southh®f lagoon supports a large breeding
colony of herons and egrets. A list of the birdecps of the National Park is attach&etrax
Tetrax, Crex Crex andGlareola pratincola are not included in this list.

The Golden JackalOanis aureus) is common in the area and Eurasian Ottetr@ lutra) is an
important mammal species of the National Park.

The national park is also a rich ecosystem conisigats fish diversity. Stellate Sturgeon,
Acipenseridae (Acipenser stellatus), is the most important fish species of the natiqueak
because it is endangered of extinction. Also Souti@aspian kutunRutilus frisii kutum and
Vimba Vimba vimba are important fish species. These species are torgrand they enter
freshwater (Sefid Rood River) by the end of wirdad beginning of spring for breeding and
laying eggs; therefore they are in the area onlgnduthe breeding season and it is very
important to control fishing during this time.

23. Social and cultural values:

a) Describe if the site has any general social anclitiural values e.g., fisheries production,
forestry, religious importance, archaeologicalssisocial relations with the wetland, etc.
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Distinguish between historical/archaeological/neli significance and current socio-
economic values:

Through the years the national park has been aatgnal site for the people and livelihood
of the people is critically dependent on the waetlngrassland, river and sea. Local
communities have for long had a close involvemarfisheries, grazing and hunting at the
site. The fishery and grazing remain important.

b) Is the site considered of international importafme holding, in addition to relevant
ecological values, examples of significant cultuvalues, whether material or non-
material, linked to its origin, conservation andégological functioning?

If Yes, tick the box#® and describe this importance under one or moréefdllowing
categories:

i) sites which provide a model of wetland wise usemonstrating the application of
traditional knowledge and methods of management & that maintain the ecological
character of the wetland:

i) sites which have exceptional cultural tradisoor records of former civilizations that have
influenced the ecological character of the wetland:

i) sites where the ecological character of the wettieyknds on the interaction with local
communities or indigenous peoples:

The site is currently used for fishing, fisheriesl divestock grazing.

iv) sites where relevant non-material values sashsacred sites are present and their
existence is strongly linked with the maintenanicthe ecological character of the wetland:

24. Land tenure/ownership:

a) within the Ramsar site: The National Park belongs to the Department of
Environment (DoE); however there are still somedtatocated within the national
park (2%) that are still owned by the local comntyrfsome parts of these lands have
been purchased by the provincial DoE and the renmpiparts are being negotiated
with the land-owners.

b) in the surrounding area: Mostly agricultural fields belonging to local peeplLocal
people ownership (80%), army (10%) and fisheri@4{)L

25. Current land (including water) use:

a) within the Ramsar site: Fishing in the lagoon, river and adjacent coastalers;
grazing by domestic livestock, reed-cutting anddiavl hunting in the marshes.
Grazing of livestock, reed-cutting and wildfowl hung (both for sport and recreation)
occur. The National Park is an important centrectimmercial fishing, and there is a
large fisheries station on the shore (AquaculturEpurism/Recreation is also
important on the beach on the Eastern side of dénle [Rice fields within the National
Park: The farmers work in the rice fields from Apgd September and do other jobs
for the rest of the year. Chemical use is low. §beernment is promoting biological
pest control Trichodrama). There are approximately 120 rice farmers at ujaip to
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1lha each, total 200ha. The rice fields were esfadtl about 18 years ago (after the
revolution), when the emphasis was on social suppdo further expansion of
agriculture will be allowed. One area of rice feld not well legally defined — used
for 4 months / year by 4 farmers

(b) in the surroundings/catchment: Fishing and some fishing settlements. Other
activities include forestry, aquaculture, army, aacteation.

26. Factors (past, present or potential) adverselyaffecting the site’s ecological
character, including changes in land (including watr) use and development
projects:

a) Within the Ramsar site: Some hunting pressure on waterfowl (mainly in eiptand
heavy transport pressure by boats from the extensommercial fisheries and its
cooperating industries. There is also consideraburbance from recreational
activities during weekends and holidays, mainlyimtyisummer. The great decrease
in the numbers of wintering birds in the last dexsadhave been attributed to the
increasing disturbance from fishing activities ahdavy hunting pressure. Main
activities currently affecting the site include:

lllegal fishery: Local population is practicing hative fishery, mostly on sturgeon and
white fish (mullet), for food and/or profit.

Grazing: There is very little control over graziagpresent (the site is heavily grazed
in summer, ~10,000 animals). But only a few horgexze in the area during the
winter.

lllegal hunting: Some local population is engagadwiaterfowl poaching for food
and/or profit.

b) in the surrounding area:
Army Camp: Army camp located next to the site. Tis caused disturbance to the
waterfowl.

Agriculture and urban waste

27. Conservation measures taken:

a) List national and/or international category alegal status of protected areas,
including boundary relationships with the Ramste: si

The area was designated as a National Park in 20@3it is being physically
patrolled. The extended Ramsar Site will sharestimae boundaries as the National
Park. There are two guard stations, one ratherdesmpin natureThe number of staff

is 19 guards working in different shifts. Bandamghahr Lagoon and the mouth of
Sefid Rood were designated as a Ramsar Site onr#81D75. The existing Ramsar
Site (500 ha) included the whole of the lagoon aitsaassociated marshes and the
marshes and sand flats at the mouth of the SefallRo the west. The site has been
identified as an “Important Bird Area” by BirdLilaternational (Evans, 1994).
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The site was also recently designated to join tlestiZentral Asian Site Network for
the Siberian Crane and other Waterbirds at thectawf this network during thes
CMS MoU meeting on conservation of Siberian Cram®lay 2007.

b) If appropriate, list the IUCN (1994) protected agecategory/ies which apply to the
site (tick the box or boxes as appropriate):
la Qb Q; 1w 1 Q; v 4;v a; via

c) Does an officially approved management plan eristt is it being implemented?
Comprehensive management plan for the national jsadander development by the

Department of Environment; however it is not apgwr at the implementation
stage.

d) Describe any other current management practices:

Closure and restriction of hunting

28. Conservation measures proposed but not yet imgrhented:

Further investigations are required to assessablegical changes which have occurred at the
wetland, and to identify ways of reducing the dis&unce to waterfowl from fishing activities.
Monitoring as part of the UNEP-GEF Siberian CranetMhd Project, and monitoring of
Caspian Seal mortality are very important.

29. Current scientific research and facilities:

« A considerable amount of fisheries research has bagied out by the National
Fisheries Organization (Shilot).

« Annual mid-winter waterfowl censuses have beeniethrout by the Ornithology
Unit, Department of the Environment, since 1968.niarnithological surveys
have been undertaken at other times of the yealudimg comprehensive
waterfowl censuses in mid-November in 1972, 1978 E6v4.

* The DoE is developing comprehensive managemens fiarall protected areas of
Iran, including Bujagh National Park (first phasd the comprehensive
management plan has been developed). It has beegnieed that the lack of a
management plan is the main cause of major probladence identifying
management targets and objectives including restaraand rehabilitation
activities is important for conservation of the wed of the site. Through the
development of the comprehensive management plame sogeneral
recommendations have been proposed, however dketlectives and activities
should be developed and discussed with the logahaanity for management of
the site. There should be a general agreementstakeholders.

e Under the UNEP/GEF project “Development of a WallaBite and Flyway
Network for Conservation of the Siberian Crane @tlder Migratory Waterbirds in
Asia”, several outcomes were achieved at the naltipark (one of the main sites
included in the project) which included the followt
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Establishment of site management committee; std#teho participation in
development of management plans, grazing managestehyt, construction of multi-
purpose building, equipment and vehicles, boundamgarcation, GIS mapping, etc.

« CMS Memorandum of Understanding (MoU): Iran ancenather countries “Range
States” have joined an international effort throubke adoption, in 1993, of a
Memorandum of Understanding concerning ConservatMeasures for the
Siberian Crane (MoU) under the auspices of the €otion on the Conservation of
Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS) to help tiuer protect and conserve this
important endangered species. Under the CMS MoWlatgn in 1998), the
participating Range States have committed to iflerdand conserve wetland
habitats essential to the survival of Siberian €sao co-operate with international
organizations and other Range States and to dewllmmg-term Conservation
Plan. A Conservation Plan is developed for eachujation of Siberian Cranes at
each meeting of the Range States (most recenti§ay 2007). The West Central
Asian Site Network for the Siberian Crane & Otheatérbirds has also been set up
under this CMS MoU in May 2007. Bujagh National Paas been designated
under this site network as a potential site fontreduction efforts for the Siberian
Crane.

30. Current communications, education and public aareness (CEPA) activities
related to or benefiting the site:

Under the UNEP/GEF Siberian Crane Wetland Projactraining and awareness raising
strategy was developed for this site. In this styatthe activities address specific key groups
and stakeholders, including resource users, deemigkers, and communication focal points
on awareness issues that have been identified gluhe@ threat analysis. This Awareness
Strategy and related Action Plan was prepared timitate and guide the implementation of
necessary public awareness activities. Public Amese and Training/Education were found to
be the two pillars upon which the knowledge andacdap of decision makers, key stakeholders
and community members can be raised. Therefore mdgtation and public awareness
activities have been conducted through DoE Gilashthe UNEP/GEF SCWP. Some of these
related activities include:

Education/Awareness/ Capacity Building:
Produce educational/awareness materials througbrthect from 2004 onwards.

Monitoring/ Enforcement/Training:

» Conduct at least one local meeting each year

» Discussions with local young groups to assist w#tablishment of local NGOs for
conservation.

* Visit and study alternate wintering areas befonghweard migration. Conduct additional
PTT research and verification of data through\sgis (DoE to continuously check
staging areas in October and March, and possitelmative wintering sites from October
to March.)

» Agree with stakeholders (land users) on managepi@nt Manage buffer zones. Monitor
agricultural pollution and develop guidelines faveonmentally friendly agriculture.
Monitor water pollution.

31. Current recreation and tourism:
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The wetland is used for recreational purposes dueekends and holidays and a few
informal visits by local and foreign birdwatcherdy Recently a student project was
conducted entitle@ustai nable Recreational Design of Bujagh National Park for Tourism
Development. This study can help in planning for developmdrtbarism activities
within the national park.

32. Jurisdiction:
a) Territorial jurisdiction: Kiashahr town governnie
b) Functional jurisdiction: Department of Environmiethe National Park is administered
by the Department of the Environment.

33. Management authority:Gilan DoE Provincial Office
Mr. Kamran Zolfinejad

Head of DoE Gilan

Address: Department of Environment, Gilan

Resalat St. Rasht, Gilan Province, I. R. Iran

Tel: (+98 131) 8824626-7

Fax: (+98 131) 8833925

Email: Gilan_Doe@yahoo.com
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