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RAMSAR INFORMATION SHEET 

FOR WETLANDS OF INTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE 

Site reference number   
1 Compilation date  February 2001 
2 Country   British Indian Ocean Territory 
3 Name of wetland  Diego Garcia 
4 Site centre location: Latitude: 07 19 00 S Longitude: 72 28 00 E 
5 Altitude (m)  Min:    0.0           Max:                  Mean      2.0m 
6 Area (ha)   35424.05 ha 

7 Overview 
Diego Garcia is the southernmost atoll of the Laccadive-Maldives-Chagos atoll chain. The archipelago 
possesses an exceptionally low level of pollution and provides a standard for measuring the impact of 
human pressures on other reef systems. The World Heritage quality of the territory is recognised in the 
BIOT Conservation Policy Statement (October 1997) which specifies that BIOT will be treated in 
accordance with the requirements of the Convention subject only to defence requirements. 

8 Wetland type  Marine and Coastal Wetlands 

Code Name % Area 
B Marine beds (eg. sea grass beds) 0.5 
C Coral reefs 99 
P Freshwater lakes: seasonal / intermittent 0.5 

9 Ramsar Criteria  1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
10 Map of the site   
11 Compiler   Joint Nature Conservation Committee 
     Monkstone House 
     City Road 
     Peterborough 
     Cambridgeshire  PE1 1JY 
     UK 
 Telephone/Fax : +44(0) 1733 562626 / +44(0) 1733 555948 

12 Justification of criteria 
Ramsar Criterion 1. 
The site is a particularly good example of a relatively unpolluted coral reef system in a near natural 
state which provides a valuable link in the marine ecology of the Indian Ocean. 
 
Ramsar Criterion 3 and 4. 
The site is of special value for maintaining the genetic and ecological diversity of the region, 
especially its marine life. The site provides a habitat for marine flora and fauna at a critical stage of 
their biological cycle including the endemic coral Ctenella chagius and the threatened Hawksbill and 
Green Turtles, Eretymochelys imbricata and Chelonia mydas. The site is also important for breeding 
seabirds. 
 
Ramsar Criterion 5. 
The site regularly supports 20,000 or more waterbirds including Greater frigate Fregata minor, Red-
footed Boobies Sula sula , Greater crested-tern Thalasseus bergii, Black-naped tern Sterna sumatrana, 
White (fairy) tern Gygis alba, Brown (common) noddy Anous stolidus, Lesser noddy Anous 
tenuirostris. There are 28,410 individuals estimated to occur on Diego Garcia (Sheppard C.R.C and 
Seaward M.R.D. eds 1999).  
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Ramsar criterion 6 
The site supports a breeding colony of approximately 9,000 Red-footed Boobies Sula sula and 320 
Greater frigate Fregata minor. 
 
Ramsar Criterion 7 and 8. 
The site supports a large number of fish species including some endemics and is also a valuable 
nursery for fish stocks. 

13 General location 
Diego Garcia (outside the specific area) 
Nearest Town/City: Diego Garcia. 
The Chagos Archipelago is located in the central Indian Ocean. 
Administrative Region:  British Indian Ocean Territory 

14 Physical Features 

Soil & Geology biogenic reef, sand 

Geomorphology and Landscape 
coastal, island, lagoon, subtidal rock 
(including rocky reefs), subtidal sediments 
(including sandbank/mudbank) 

Nutrient status oligotrophic 
pH alkaline 
Salinity saline / euhaline 
Soil mainly mineral, mainly organic 
Water permanence usually seasonal / intermittent 

Summary of main climatic features 

Diego Garcia has a tropical maritime 
climate. The average temperature is 27C, 
average maximum 30C, average minimum 
25C. Mean relative humidity 80%. Mean 
annual rainfall is 102.5 inches. 

15 Hydrological values 
No special values known 

16 Ecological features 
Diego Garcia is a mid-ocean coral reef and the southernmost atoll of the Chagos Archipelago which 
contains about 220 zooanthellate species of 58 genera and is rich in marine life. 

17 Noteworthy flora 

Species at levels of national importance 
Sea grass beds 
These are not widespread, and the only known area of seagrasses of significant size lies on the eastern 
side of the lagoon at Diego Garcia.  A number of fish species have been recorded in these seagrasses 
which have not yet been seen anywhere else in the Archipelago. 

18 Noteworthy fauna 
Species occurring at levels of international importance. 
Invertebrates 
Coconut crab Birgus latro.  
 
Species occurring at levels of national importance. 
Birds 
Lesser noddy tern Anous tenuirostris, Black-naped tern Sterna sumatrana and White (fairy) tern 
Gygis alba. 
Fish 
At least two species of endemic fish. 
Invertebrates 
There is one, possibly two species of endemic coral: Ctenella chagius. 
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19 Social and Cultural Values 
Aesthetic 
Current scientific research 
Fisheries production 
Non-consumptive recreation 

20 Land tenure/ownership 

Ownership category On-Site Off-Site 
National/Crown estate + + 
 

21 Current land use 

Activity On-Site Off-Site Scale 
Nature conservation + + Large-Scale 
Research + + Large-Scale 
Fishing: recreational/sport + + Large-Scale 
Harbour/port + + Large-Scale 
Military activities + + Large-Scale 

22 Adverse factors affecting the ecological character of the site 

Activity On-Site Off-Site Scale 
Introduction/invasion 
of exotic animal 
species 

+ + Large-Scale 

23 Conservation measures taken 

Conservation measure On-site Off-site 
NNR +  
Longstanding legislation already 
in place – please refer to Annex 

+ + 

24   Conservation measures proposed but not yet implemented  
see below 

Site vulnerability and management statement 
There is a fully comprehensive Natural Resources Management Plan for Diego Garcia (NRMPDG). It 
was issued in 1997 and is currently being revised. Nature and Strict Nature Reserves have also been 
established and these are shown on the map attached. Diego Garcia has feral cats and rats but the three 
islands at the entrance of the lagoon are free of both. There is a cat eradication programme being 
undertaken and a rat eradication programme is planned. The enforcement of conservation measures is 
the responsibility of the Commissioner’s Representative. He is assisted by the BIOTPolice and 
fisheries officers. 

25 Current scientific research/survey/monitoring and facilities 
Scientific expeditions and visits were conducted in 1967, 1973, 1975 1978/9, 1996, 1999 and 2001. 
Surveys of recreational fishing are regularly conducted. The BIOT Conservation Consultant has 
visited annually for about a month from 1993 onwards and reports to the Commissioner. 

26 Current conservation education 
The Friends of Chagos is a registered charity whose objectives are to promote conservation, scientific 
and historical research and to advance education concerning the Chagos Archipelago. The Friends 
have produced 4 booklets on The Sea Shores of Chagos, the Reef Fishes of Chagos, the Plants of 
Chagos and the Birds of Chagos. They have also produced CDs with several hundred photographs 
about the nature of the Chagos Archipelago past and present. There is turtle recording and awareness 
activity and recording of red footed boobies. The NRMPDG contains measures to protect wildlife and 
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efforts are made with local television and a locally produced news sheet to make the community 
interested in nature and aware of the need to protect the environment. 

27 Current recreation and tourism 
Nil. 

28 Functional jurisdiction 
British Indian Ocean Territory Administration 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
London SW1A 2AH 

29 Management authority 
Commissioner’s Representative 
NP 1002 BFPO 485 
Diego Garcia 
British Indian Ocean Territory 
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