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I nformati on Sheet on Ransar Wetl ands

Country: France
Dat e: 28 Decenber 1992
Ref : 6FR009

Name and address of conpiler:

Parc National de |a Guadel oupe
Habi t ati on Beausol ei |

BP 13 - Montéran

97120 SAI NT- CLAUDE

Tel : (590) 80.24.25

Fax: (590) 80.05. 46

Nane of wetland: Grand Cul -de-Sac Marin de | a Guadel oupe

Dat e of Ransar designation: 08/ 12/ 1993

Geogr aphi cal coordi nat es: 16°20' N  61°35' W

General | ocation:

Guadel oupe occupies a mdway position in the island chain of
the Lesser Antilles.

The |agoon and associated littoral =zones open onto the
Cari bbean Sea and are connected with the Petit Cul-de-Sac
Marin by the River Sal ée, which separates the volcanic island
of Basse-Terre fromthe linmestone island of G ande-Terre. The
site is a few kilonmetres from Pointe-a-Pitre, the main town
of Guadel oupe, which is a nono-departnental overseas region.

Area: About 20,000 ha, including 8, 000 ha of |and

Wet | and type: A C I, R T

Al titude: Average = 1 m(- 30 mto + 35 n

Overvi ew.

Vast | agoon, bounded to the north by a coral reef. The
associated littoral zone consists  of many types  of
"terrestrial' wetlands: brackish marshes, wet neadows, nud-
flats, freshwat er swanmp forests and, nost i nportantly,

mangr oves.
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Physi cal features:

The | agoon has an old subnmerged hydrographic system Al its
water, whether it be of minland origin (nostly from the
C?yave Grande Riviére, plus catchnent area of nore than 130
km) or of marine origin (fromthe open sea or the Petit Cul-
de-Sac Marin), flows fromEast to West. At 29°C, it is anpbngst
the warnest water to be found in the region.

To the south, the lagoon is encircled by nore or |ess
undul ating plains, overlaid by lateritic clays (Basse-Terre,
pl aine des Abynes) or chalky and hydronorphic soils
['vertisols' = 7?7].

These plains end in a marshy area contiguous to the sea, where
the mangrove grows on argillaceous alluvial deposits or
organi c soils (root-based nuds and peats).

Ranging from 1,500 to 1,700 mm the annual rainfall of the
regi on is characterized by consi derabl e i nt erannual
variability, which is reflected in changes in the physico-
chem cal paraneters regul ating the ecosystens.

Ecol ogi cal features:

Terrestrial environnents:
* mangrove forest - coastal mangrove (Rhizophora mangl e)
red and bl ack shrub mangrove
- tall mangrove
* swanp forest - Pterocarpus officinalis
* inundabl e areas with herbaceous plant comuniti es:
- Cadium and Agrostichum (brackish
mar shes)
- Rhinchospora and Thel ypteris
(freshwat er marshes)
- Phi | oxer us and Spor obol us (wet

nmeadows)

- plants of the Cyperaceae, G am neae
and Papi | i onaceae fanmilies (wet
meadows)

* nmud-flats - Rhi zophora nmangl e

Mari ne environments:

* coral reefs

* underwat er grass comuniti es:

- Thal assi a

Land t enure/ ownership of:
(a) site
- Public maritinme area (DPM owned by the State
- Public lake area (DPL) owned by the State
- Local conmunities (conmunes) and private | andowners
(b) surroundi ng area
- Local conmunity and private property

Conservati on neasures taken
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- Nature Reserve of the Grand Cul -de-Sac Marin (Decree no. 87-

361 of 23 Novenber 1987)

- Bi osphere Reserve of the Guadel oupe Archipelago - MAB/ UNESCO
progranme (Novenber 1993)

Conservati on neasures proposed but not yet inplenented:

Managenent plan in preparation.

18. Current land wuse: principal human
activities in:
(a) site
- outside the Nature Reserve: snall-scale fishing in mangrove
areas (clanms, crabs, etc.) and the lagoon (fish, 'lanbis
= ? crustaceans, etc.);

- outside the Nature Reserve: hunting
- growing of food crops (watercress, Madeira = ?, etc.) and
extensive rearing of tethered cattle.

(b) surroundi ngs/ cat chrent

- intensive production of sugar-cane and bananas;
- extensive rearing of tethered cattle.

Di sturbances/threats, including changes in |and use and nmajor
devel oprment proj ects:

(a) at the site

*  Developnment of tourist infrastructures (marina) on the
coast.

* There are plans for a spa and an industrial site on the
Port - Loui s marshes.

(b) in the surroundi ngs/cat chnment

* Consi derabl e urban pressure on the edge of the nmangroves
(unaut hori zed rubbi sh tips, deforestation, etc.).

* Pollution from the Petit Cul-de-Sac Marin (via the River

Sal ée) and the Goyave Grande Rivieére catchnment area

(pesti ci des, fertilisers, vinasse, etc.).

* Construction of the port-airport |link road (Rocade nord).

* '"Basculement' [=tilting ?] of the airport.

Hydr ol ogi cal and bi ophysi cal val ues:

I mportant functions are fulfilled by the nangrove forests:

* biological functions: - key function as a nursery

- feeding ground and stopover point
for

nm grating birds
* physical and chenical functions: - protection of |owlying
coast agai nst erosion
- chemical regul ati on of

t he

wat er
- air purification
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- buf f er ef f ect in the
event
of stormtides
Soci al and cul tural val ues:

- Inportant source of fish, nolluscs and crustaceans for
fi shermen of the six neighbouring conmunes (Saint-Rose,
Lanentin, Baie-Mhault, Abynes, Petit-canal, Port-Louis).
- Possible facilities for aquaculture (ponds).
Not ewort hy fauna:

Very varied avifauna (migratory, non-migratory and nest-
buil ding birds, accidentals, etc.):
- seabirds (brown pelican, tern, frigate bird, etc.);

- small grallatores ('bec crochu' = ?, '"aile blanche =

?, godwi t, plover, etc.);

- many waders (sandpi per, etc.);

- ducks ('sarcelle angéricaine' = ?, 'fuligule a téte

noire' = ?, divers, w geon, etc.);

- various herons (egrets including cattle egret, 'crabier
bois' = ?, 'kio'" = ?, '"grand héron gris' = ?);

- others (kingfisher, common nmoorhen, rail, osprey, black

woodpecker, etc.).

Not ewort hy fl ora:

One of the nobst inportant mangrove and |ake forest areas in
the Lesser Antilles.

Scientific research and facilities:

- Mnitoring of the ecosystens of the reefs and
under wat er grass conmunities
- Impact of Cyclone Hugo (Cct. 87) on the mangrove;
regeneration; productivity, etc.
- Monitoring of the passerine populations of the littoral
forests.

Educati on and i nformati on:
- Information booklet on the Nature Reserve of the G and
Cul -de- Sac Mari n;
- School visits organized;
- Footpath supported by piles and observation post now
under construction.

Recreati on and tourism

- Organi zed mass tourism boats carrying 10 to 50 persons

(sonmetinmes nore than 150 persons); ilet a Caret the
mai n desti nation; crowds throughout the year
- Non-organized tourism especially at weekends and
duri ng school hol i days

Managenent authority:

Parc National de |a Guadel oupe
Habi t ati on Beausol ei
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BP 13 - Montéran
F97120 SAI NT- CLAUDE

Juri sdiction:

- Mnistere de |'Environnenent
- Régi on Guadel oupe

Bi bl i ographi cal references:
Docunent ati on of the Park (1SIS/ PNGUA bi bliography)

* |MBERT. D., BLAND F. and F. RUSSIER, 1988. Les mlieux
huni des du littoral guadeloupéen (= Wtlands of the
Guadel oupe coast). ONF/ RNGCSM  Guadel oupe, 61 pp.
* Etude de |la Mangrove et de la zone cb6tiére en Guadel oupe (=

Study on the Guadel oupe mangrove and littoral zone).

| NRA/ CRAAG, 1981, 218 pp. typed report

* Collectif, 1985. Le G and Cul-de-Sac Marin. Action CORDET,
220 pp. typed report
* BELBEOC H, B., 1983. Les oiseaux de |la mangrove (= Birds of
t he mangrove) No 9 - Parc Naturel/ONF Guadel oupe, 150 pp.

Reasons for inclusion:

1(a) - 2(b) - 2(c) - 3(b)



