| nfformati on Sheet on Ransar Wetl ands

Oficial translation by Charles Akin.

1. Date this sheet was conpl et ed/ updated: 21 April 1998

2. Country: Ecuador

3. Nanme of wetland: Reserva Bi ol 6gi ca Li noncocha

4. Ceographical coordinates: 0 22 - 0 27" South |atitude
76 33" - 76 37" West |ongitude

5. Altitude: 230 netres above sea | evel

6. Area: 4,613 hectares
7. Qvervi ew

About 10 per cent of the area of the reserve, 1700 hectares,
is permanently or seasonally flooded, formng a marsh wetl and.
The Jivino River begins near the left bank of the Coca River,
flows through the wetland and then flows for approximtely 50
kilometres to its nmouth behind the island of Ponpeya. Another
river in this wetland is the Capucui, which serves as an exit
for water from Lake Linoncocha toward the Napo River. Wt er
| eaving the | ake widens when it reaches the Capucui River and
is covered with gramalote, formng a marsh called Yanacocha or
Laguna Negra, because of the colour of the water. It forns
t he ecol ogi cal nucleus of this wetl and.

8. Wetland type: Continental O
9. Ranmsar criteria: 2a, 2d, 3b, 4a
10. Map of site included? Please tick yes -or- no
11. Name and address of the conpiler of this form
Sergi o Lasso B
Aveni da Amazonas and Avenida Eloy Alfaro
Edificio Mnisterio de Agricultura
Qui to, Ecuador
Fax: (593 2) 506 337

12. Justification of the criteria selected under point 9, on
previ ous page:

There is a wide range of biodiversity of water fow, fish and
aquatic reptiles in this reserve and inportant permanent
popul ations of rare species of Ophistoconmus hoazin and
Mel anosuchus ni ger.

13. General | ocation:

The reserve is approximately 210 kilonetres east of Quito in
the province of Sucunbios, canton of Shushufindi, parish of



Li noncocha. The nearest city is Puerto Francisco de Oell ana,
one hour by outboard up the Napo River fromthe reserve.

14. Physical features:

The climate of the Linoncocha Biological Reserve is uniform
very hot and very hunmid. Total rainfall in the area is high,
al nost always nore than 3000 nm Average annual rainfall is
3244 mm Distribution of rainfall is very regular throughout
the year, except for a dry period between Decenber and
February. Average annual tenperature is about 25 C.
Relative humidity is about 89 per cent, and there are
approxi mately 1000 hours of sunlight per year.

Lake Linoncocha began about 1,300 years ago as a river,
created by a tributary of the Napo River. The |ake bottomis
flat wwth a maxi num depth of 2.3 netres. Mxinumlength is 3
kilometres by 1 kilonmetre in wdth. The water surface is
approximately 370 hectares. Li noncocha is a eutrophic | ake
with a high rate of prinmary production. Al nost 90 per cent of
the phytoplankton in Linoncocha are blue and green al gae,
followed in inportance by diat ons.

The Linoncocha Biological Reserve is on a |arge sedinentation
plain deposited on a substrata of worn clay, wth groups of
scattered red clay hills. This area is drained by several
clear-water streans with, tributaries of the Aguarico and Napo
rivers. Drainage is insufficient only along the southern edge
that borders the Napo River. Topography is hilly and subject
to seasonal flooding which has fornmed di kes and cut channel s.

In the area of the Linoncocha Biological Reserve, the
following types of soils have been reported: soils devel oped
on usually well-drained, alluvial and colluvial deposits of
volcanic origin, and soils on alluvial terraces and swanpy
depressions found in consolidated deposits of vol canic sands.

15. Hydrol ogi cal val ues:

The Linoncocha Biol ogical Reserve forns part of a third order
basin of the Capucui River, which enpties into the |left bank
of the Napo River. The Jivino River has rich fisheries, and
its shores are settled by indigenous communities of Quichuas,
Shuaras and settlers.

16. Ecol ogi cal features:

The domi nant ecological formation in the area around the | ake
is humid tropical forest. The following types of forest and
vegetative formations are found: continental primary forest,
continental secondary forest, seasonally flooded primry
forest, seasonally flooded secondary forest, seasonal | y
fl ooded scrub swanmp and permanently flooded scrub swanp.
These last two formations cover 12.3 per cent of the area of
t he reserve.

17. Noteworthy flora:



The nost abundant families in the forest are Arecaceae,
Bonbacaceae, Mraceae and Mri sticaceae. The nost inportant
genera are Bactris, Bonmbax, Ficus, Muwuritia, Quararibea and
Vi rol a.

18. Noteworthy fauna:

There are 41 species of fish in 19 famlies recorded in

Li noncocha. Most notable are Electrophorus electius,
Pot anotrygon hystrix and Serrasal nus rhonbeus. There are
three species of crocodi |l es, with the Dblack cainman
(Mel anosuchus niger) having the |argest popul ation. A total

of 464 species of birds have been recorded, of which 68
species are aquatic wth inportant populations of Anhinga
anhinga, Butorides striatus, Ceryle torquata, Jacana jacana,
Ophi st oconmus  hoazi n, Por phyrula flavirostris, Por phyrul a
martinica and Sterna superciliaris. There are eight species
of primates in the surrounding forest and several species of
anphi bians. There are no aquatic manmals in the | ake.

19. Social and cul tural val ues:

Al of the Quichua comunities have access to Lake Linoncocha
for fishing, which is the only source proteins in their daily
diet. There are archaeol ogi cal vestiges fromthe Napo period,
which are held in the archaeol ogi cal Miuseum i n Ponpeya.

20. Land tenure/ownership of:

The Linoncocha Biol ogical Reserve is public property.
Nonet hel ess, there are settlenents of Quichuas on the |eft
bank of the Napo River, who carry out subsistence farm ng.

21. Current |and use:

The forest around the | ake has gradually been exploited. The
cormunities settled in the area «carry out subsistence

agriculture, using slash and burn techniques, gr owi ng
primarily bananas and mani oc. Pasture is grown over a snal
ar ea.

22. Factors (past, present or potential) adversely affecting
the site's ecol ogical character, including changes in |and use
and devel opnent projects:

The main threat to this wetland is petroleum exploration,
production and extraction operations carried out by a foreign
conpany. There are several wells wthin the reserve. I n
spite of inplenmentation of resolutions and environnental
managenent plans, there are environnmental problens.

23. Conservation neasures taken:
The reserve was incorporated into the Patrinonio Nacional de

Areas Protejidas through Mnisterial Agreenent 394, dated 23
Sept enber 1985. Later, on 29 Septenber 1986, the original



limts of the reserve were changed to the present limts.
Managenent gui delines were established in 1987.

24. Conservation neasures proposed but not yet inplenented:
A managenent plan is expected to be prepared in 1998.
25. Current scientific research and facilities:

In 1997, a research station was established under the
adm nistration of SEK International University. Plans are
being made to carry out surveys of the popul ations of eight
species of aquatic birds, a population survey of the
Mel anosuchus niger and a study of the species of fish found in
t he | ake.

26. Current conservati on educati on:

The managenment of the reserve provides information brochures
to visitors.

27. Current recreation and touri sm

Until 1991, the tourist agency Transturi carried out tourist
programmes in the reserve. Later, because of the presence of
the oil conpanies in the area, it left the reserve. The | ocal
communities are now interested in developing this activity,
al though basic infrastructure has not yet been provided for
tourism Possibilities are being studied for training and
conservation of several environnents and the construction of
facilities for the devel opnent of ecotourism Linoncocha Lake
is the main tourist attraction, where several species of
caimans, turtles, birds, fish and insects can be easily
obser ved.

28. Jurisdiction

The Linoncocha Biological Reserve is part of the Patrinonio
Naci onal de Areas Protejidas and is nmanaged by the Direcciodn
Naci onal de Areas Naturales y Vida Silvestre of | NEFAN:

29. Managenent authority:

Jefe de Area de | a Reserva

Aveni da Amazonas and Avenida Eloy Alfaro
Edificio Mnisterio de Agricultura

Qui to, Ecuador

Fax: (593 2) 506 337

30. Bibliographical references:



