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| NFORMATI ON SHEET ON RAMBAR WETLANDS

Country: Federal Republic of Gernany
Date: 6 Novenber 1992
Ref : [ 7GE031]
Nane and address of conpiler:
Herr Gint her Helm
Umnel t beh6érde Hanmburg - Nat ur schut zant -, Steindamm 22,

D- 2000 Hanmburg 1, Deutschl and
Tel.: 040 - 2486 2226, Fax: 2486-2579

Nane of wetl and: Mihl enberger Loch

Dat e of Ransar designation: 9 June 1992

Geogr aphi cal coordi nat es: 53°32' N 09°48' E

Ceneral | ocation:

Ri ver El be, western edge of Hanburg

Area: 675 ha

Wet | and type: F GS (Freshwater nudflat)

Altitude: Sea |evel

Overvi ew

A large bay in the tidal range of the Elbe, sone 35 km
upstream from the brackish water linmt. One-third of the area
is dry at ebb tide and fornms a freshwater nudflat. A rich

f eedi ng-ground for wadi ng birds and ducks.

Physi cal features:

The Mihl enberger Loch is a bay on the left bank of the Elbe
whi ch discharges into the Este. The Alte Sidel be also flowed
out in this area until 1962, when it was cut off by a dyke to
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protect the residential areas lying behind from tidal

f1 oodi ng.
Until the 1930s, sandbanks covered the site of the present
bay. These were renoved to allow for the construction of a

mari ne airport.

Fol l owi ng the damm ng of the Sudel be, the bay silted heavily
to forman extremely rare biotope, a freshwater nudflat, which
is steadily grow ng | arger.

The water depth varies according to the anplitude of the
El be's tides. 1In the area in question, it is about

3.50 nmetres. The flats begin to energe about 4% hours before
low tide and are submerged again one hour after |ow tide.

The Ranmsar wetland also incorporates part of the protected
nature reserve of NefRsand, an artificial island in the El be.
This conprises nudflats, reed-beds and a bush-covered sand-
hook.

Ecol ogi cal features:

The ecol ogical value of the Mihl enberger Loch derives from
its rich primary and secondary bio-production. This nakes a
vital contribution to the mneralization processes of the
organically rich waters of the El be.

Snmal|l algae and animal organisnms constitute a dense biomass
that inevitably entails the presence of a nultiplicity of
secondary coONnsumers.

The abundance of fish is a striking feature, as is the great
nunber of wading birds and other waterbirds, especially at
times of migration and in winter.

More than 10,000 waterbirds are regularly counted, with the

duck species being the nost nunerous. The nopst comon of
these are the Geen-winged Teal, Shelduck, Tufted Duck,
Pochard, Northern Shoveler and Goldeneye - migrating birds

whose nunber frequently exceeds 1% of the North Sea-Baltic
popul ati on. For the Northern Shovel er, the Mihl enberger Loch
nmust be one of the nost inportant stopover points and feeding-
grounds in northern Europe. Large migrating flocks of Snew
and CGoosander are also to be seen and the Cornorant popul ation
clinbs steadily to reach a total of 600 specinens.

During the migration, large flocks of Little «@ulls,
" Trauerschwal ben' [= Black Scoters ?] and Common Terns al so
gat her on the water.

The land fauna is even nore abundant than the avifauna. The
nmost prolific species are the digochaeta, wth 350,000
i ndividuals per square netre. These, together wth the
Nai di da (95,000 individuals per nf), Bivalvia, Crustalla,
Coel ent er at a, Diptera and Turbellaria, form a rmutually

benefi ci al part nership of or gani sms whi ch contribute
significantly towards cleaning the Elbe's heavily polluted
wat er s. I ndeed, this wetland synbiosis works like a huge

natural purification plant.
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A dense belt of plants on the banks and the island of Nel3sand
al so enhances the river's self-cleansing capacity. There are
also a few plant species that are only to be found in the
freshwater area of the Elbe's tidal range. These are Denanthe
coni vi des, Reschanpsia w beliana, Xanthium albinum and Runex
triangulivalis.

Land tenure/ ownership of:

(a) site:
As a federal wat er way, the expanse of wat er
constituting the Mihlenberger Loch is owned by the Federal
Republ i c. O herwise, it cones under the jurisdiction of the

Free and Hanseatic City of Hanburg.
(b) surroundi ng area:
To the east, the area borders on land owned by the MBB
Aircraft Wrks.
16. Conservati on neasures taken:
The Mihl enberger Loch has been a protected area since
25 May 1982. In 1952, the island of Neflsand was nade a

protected nature reserve. The area is wused solely for
wat ersports in the sumrer nonths, and then only at high water.

Conservation nmeasures proposed but not yet inplenented:

_ 18. Current land use: principal human activities
in:
(a) site:
Restricted to watersports and a ferry
l'i nk

(b) surroundings/catchnment: -
Di sturbances/threats, including changes in land use and ngjor
devel opnent proj ects:

(a) at the site:

Threats include the heavily polluted state of the El be

and the possibility of oil spills from ships involved in a
col I'i sion.
(b) in the surroundi ngs/catchment:

It is planned to open the Alte Siudelbe. This would have to

be <considered a positive developnment from an ecol ogical
Vi ewpoi nt .
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Hydr ol ogi cal and physi cal val ues:

Soci al and cul tural val ues:

Not ewor t hy fauna:

The following birds are of particular nunerical inportance
anong the nigrating species:

G een-wi nged Teal Anas crecca up to 8,000 specinens
Tufted Duck Ayt hya fuligula up to 8,000 "
Pochard Ayt hya ferina up to 4,500 "
W geon Anas penel opa up to 2,000 "
Gol deneye Bucephal a cl angul a up to 2,000 "
Nort hern Shovel er Anas clypeata up to 1,200 "
Shel duck Tadorna tador na up to 3,000 "
Great Cor nor ant Phal acrocorax carbo up to 600 "
Little Gull Lar us m nut us up to 1, 300 "
Snew Mer gel | us al bel | us up to 2,000 "

Not ewort hy fl ora:

Four extrenmely rare plant species grow around the banks and
in the NelRsand nature reserve. Restricted to the freshwater
area of the Ebe' s tidal reach, they are Deschanpsia
wi bel i ana, Denanthe conivides, Xanthium albinum and Runex
triangulivalis.

Current scientific research and facilities:
Bi annual checks of migrating birds to establish the foll ow ng:
phenol ogy in course of year; distribution of birds in relation

to tide and water |levels; use of area at night for feeding and
roosti ng purposes.

Current conservation education

Current recreation and tourism

The only recreational activity is sailing. The di sturbance
this causes is slight, as it is restricted to the sunmmer
nonths, i.e. a tinme when there are scarcely any birds in the
ar ea.

Managenent authority:

Umnel t behdrde - Naturschutzant -, Steindanmm 22
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2000 Hanburg 1
Juri sdiction:

Territorial jurisdiction lies with the federal authorities
and the Hanseatic Cty of Hanburg.
Functional jurisdiction lies with the Naturschutzant and the
Nat ur schut zref erat, Hanburg-Mtte.

Bi bl i ographi cal references:
- Cewdsser okol ogi sche Studi e der Elbe von Schnackenburg bis

zur Mindung - Arbeitsgeneinschaft fur die Reinhaltung der
El be (1984) (= Water ecol ogy study on the El be from
Schnackenburg to the nouth - Wrking party on keeping the
El be cl ean (1984))
- Eine El bbucht mt SiRBwasserwatten (= A bay of the Elbe with
freshwat er nudflats), Dorges, J. and Reineck, H -E., Natur
und Museum 111 (9) 1981, pp. 275-285

Reasons for inclusion:

1 (d)
2 (d)
3 (¢)



