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Additional information 

 

Ecosystem Services 

 

Social and cultural values: 

 

Log driving has long tradition at the Drau. The roundwood, especially spruce and fir, was transported to the 

sawmill in the form of rafts during summer months. Nowadays there is an annual log driving meeting on the 

Drau. 

 

The alluvial forest was used as woodland pasture and for firewood. Both traditional uses were regulated in 

the management plan. 

 

Current recreation and tourism: 

 

Along the river outdoor activities such as barbecuing, biking, hiking/walking and canoeing are very popular. 

A continuously signposted bike path, the Drau cycle route from Toblach (South Tyrol, Italy) to Maribor 

(Slovenia), which runs mostly along the river bank, passes the site. 

 

The Outdoor Park Upper Drau Valley offers guided canoe and riverboarding rides along the Upper Drau 

from Oberdrauburg to Sachsenburg. The 38.6 kilometres long route is divided into 8 stages, each with a 

distinctly marked entry and exit point. Also you can take a river trip by a historically recreated not motorised 

flat-bottomed boat. 

 

In 2007 a water adventure area was opened at Dellach (play and bathing area on the river, sunbathing lawn, 

barbeque area, tree house with lookout and information point). Additionally the Drau River is used for fly 

fishing. 

 

Current land use: 

 

Hunting; fishing; agriculture/farming; sustainable forestry; recreational use (especially biking, hiking, 

barbecues, canoeing and a small amount of camping) 

 

Current scientific research and facilities: 
 

At present an Interreg IV A project “Grenzüberschreitende wasserwirtschaftliche Initiative für die Flüsse 

Drau und Mur” (Transborder water management initiative for Drau River and Mur River) between Austria 

and Slovenia is in process. The aim of the project is the coordination and joint realisation of water 

management work on the main rivers. Common standards for the flood and bed-load management shall be 

created, which currently do not exist. The project shall play a part in contributing to protect human and its 

environment against natural danger and to improve the habitat for flora and fauna. 

 

The Carinthian Government carries out monitoring (e.g. of breeding birds) required by law according to the 

Habitats Directive. 

 

 

Current management practices 

 

During the 2nd LIFE-Project “Life vein – Upper Drau River” (2006 – 2011) several goals, like further 

stabilisation of the Drau river bed through widening and strengthening of bed load influx from tributary 

brooks, more pristine, dynamic shaped river habitats, improved information and visitor management on site 

as well as international cooperation with the respective authorities of the Drau neighbouring states were 
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pursued. Three river widening measures at Rosenheim, Amlach/St. Peter and Obergottesfeld as well as an 

open check dam at Feistritzbach were constructed. 

 

River widening measure at Obergottesfeld: Three kilometres of the narrow embankment was removed and 

hidden built-in breakwaters were installed to protect the banks during floods. Several river bed widening 

measures, distributaries, oxbow lakes and  standing bodies of water were constructed. 

 

River widening measure at Rosenheim above Spittal: For a one-kilometre stretch a new side channel of the 

river, several wetland water bodies and a system of bayous came into being. Steep river banks were created 

in the side channel as Kingfisher’s breading sites. 

 

River widening measures at Amlach/St. Peter: The river bed was widened to 20 metres. A new distributary 

and wetland water bodies were created. 2 hectares of alluvial forest will be developed. 

 

Open check dam at Feistritzbach: A partially open bed load dosing dam was constructed. A large driftwood 

drake holds back alluvial driftwood and debris but lets the crushed rock and gravel pass through during 

times of flooding. 

 

Furthermore monitoring of fish, ground beetles and other invertebrates, amphibians, river morphology and 

bed load influx at Feistritzbach were executed in the frame of the 2nd LIFE- Project. 

 

Conservation measures proposed but not yet implemented: 
 

As already mentioned a water management plan and a Natura 2000-management plan exist. Based on these 

several measures (river widening) are proposed, but not yet implemented. 

 

In the course of a nature conservation project, financed by an Austrian banking institution, amphibian 

breeding sites will be created near to Windschnurn in winter 2012/2013. 

 

Close to Windschnurn a substitute area for the B 100-bypass at Greifenburg is projected. Measures like river 

widening and sustainable use of the neighbouring areas shall be implemented. 
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