APFPENDIX 1V

RAMSAR SITE INFORMATION SHEET

1. Bourge: Service de Protection des Ressources Maturellesy
Direction Benerale des Forets et de la Chasse; Ministere de

Devel oppement rural et de 1'Agriculture; B.P. 71; Rissaus
Guinea Bissau
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2 Date: | March 12950

i} . EnuniFy: Guinea Bissau 5. Reference number: fﬁhﬁﬁgf
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7. Beographical coordinates: Lagoa de Cufada: 11 43N, 15 02" W;

limits of Ramsar Site: Fulacunda 11 4&6°N, 15 0% 'W3 Uana Porto
11 S1°N; 15 04°4; Canture 11 47°N, 14 47 'W; Buba Tombo 11 39°N,
15 O1 W
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g. Location: Bn the south bank of the Rip Corubal 45 km ESE of
Bissau, in Ful scunda and Buba Sectors, Duinara Region. The site
is bounded to the north by the Rio Corubal , to the west by
the rose from Usna Porto to Fulacunda, to the south by the
Fosd from Fulacunda to Bubs Tombo, and to the east by the road
from Buba Tombo to Canture and the Rio Coprubel.

MNational Mspping System: Guine Portuguesa 1:50,000 Beriss
Merte 28 — X1 4b {Empada) , XXI 8d (Fulacunda) ,
= AXIl 3a (Xitole), XXII 3c (Xime),
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9. frea: 29,0%8..0.. hectares

10. Altitude: Lagoa de Cufada and the Elmnﬂplgzn wetlands are about
4 melres above sea level; the maximum elevation in the Ramsar
Bite is about 30 metres above sea level.
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11. Overview: The site ingludes Lagoa de Cufada, a shallow,
permmnent , frestiwater lake with abundant aguatic vegetation
and extensive fringing marshes, two smaller freshwater
lakes, Lagoa Blionra (permanent) and Lagoa Bedasse (seasonal),
a large arga of seasonally flooded marshes and gras=1land
entending from these lakes to the Riop Corubsal ; about 14 km
of the south bank of the Rio Corubal with its narrow fringe of
mangroves and extensive intertidal mudflate, and adjacent aress
of savannah, dry forest and patches of sub—humid Forest.
Lagoa de Cufada is one of the few significant freshmwater lakes
in this region of West Africa; it remains in relatively
pristine condition, and is situated in a forested area noted




foar its diverse fauna and flora. The lake suppoirts & =mall
fishwry, antd is an important breeding area and dry season
refuge for a wide variety of waterfowl , mainly Afrotropical
species. The mangroves and mud€lats along the shore of the

Rie Corubal support the typical estuarine fauna of this region,
and are of some importance for migrant herons, shorebirds and
terns.

12. Physical festures: Lagoa de Cufada {.ﬁ43957.. hal is & natural,
sutrophic, freshwater lake situated in a shallow depression
an the floodplain of the Rie Corubal. Puring the dry season,
most of the lake is less than 1.5 metres deep. The lake |[Fpceives
its water from local run—pef during the rainy seasn, any drains
nrth through & short channel (the Ric de Arcambal snto the Rio
Corubal. Almost the whole of the catehment area lies within the
Ramear Site. Lagoa Bionra (..32w5.. ha) and Lagoa Bedasuse
(ABpiT. s ha) lie in twe swaller depressions to the west. The
former remains wet throughout the year; but the latter dries out
during the dry season. Both lakes drain northeast via the Rio
Bionra into the Rio Corubal. There are large areas of seasonally
flooded marshes and grasslands estending from all three lakes
along their respective oubtflow streams to the Rio Corubal. A
portion of the fleoodplain along the south side of the Rio
Corubal has been corverted o rice paddies and is cultivated
during the rainy ssason. The Rio Corubal 1 fringed by a narrow
belt of mangrove forest (about 10-30 metres wided , which extende
tor a few hundred metres along the lower courses of the Rie
Bionra and Rio de Ancamba. The Rio Corubal i= 2.0-2_5 fem wide af
Ehis point and subject to wide tidal and seasonal fFluctuations
in water level {(the mean tidal range nealr Bissauw is between S
and 7 smetres). Extensive mudflates are erposed at low tide, and
these are currently accreting and being invaded by ME G e,
The wetlands are situated in s region of laterite sa0ils. No
information ie avatlasble on the phyeico-chemical characteristics
of the lakes or river.

The total ares of wetland habitat within the Ramear SBite at
the height of the wet season is gppronimately XAT0.. ha.
The climate is tropical and charzcterized by & long dry

spason (ME trade winds) from November to April or May and a
pronounced wet season (southwsst monsoon) from May to October.
The average annual rainfall is reported to be over 2,000 om.
The mean annual temperature is about 24 deg C3; the mean in the
coclest months (December and Janualry) being about 22 deg Gy and
thal in the hottest (April and May) about 28 deg [.
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3. Eevological +estures: No detailed botanical sUrvieys Have been
carried out. Lsgos de Cufada supports an abundant growth of
submerged and floating aguatic vegetation, notably Nymphaeas
=p which covers muth of the surface of the shallower
portions of the lake. The mengrove vegetation along the shiore
uf the Rio Corubal is domisated by Avicennia africana.

Other wetland habitats include permanent freshwater marshes,
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